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Join us to for God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday 

September 13th after worship! 
  

 

God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday 

is the ELCA’s annual day of 

service, which started in 2013. 

St. James has been participating 

in a variety of ways over the 

years, as we take our worship 

into the world with acts of caring 

and service. 

  

 

"God's work. Our hands." is an annual event organized by the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), designed to 

unite congregations and members in service projects that reflect 

Lutheran convictions that all life in Jesus flows from God’s grace.  

The event emphasizes that faith is expressed through action, 

not just worship. Every act of service reflects the ELCA’s belief that 

God’s grace inspires daily acts of love and service.  

 

We will offer a sandwich lunch after worship and participate in 

various activities for all ages. See page 3 for more! 
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Bishop Emeritus Leonard Bolick will be our guest preacher October 4th! 
 

As part of our 90th Anniversary Celebration we have invited  

former Bishop Leonard Bolick to preach at Saint James. 
 

He was the Pastor for Saint James (August 1984- November 1986) and Bishop 

of the NC Synod February 2, 1997 – September 12, 2015. 
 

"He has one more connection to St. James. It has to do with an event that 

occurred on August 21, 2005. Care to guess?" 

Mark your calendar for this very special day! 

 
 

We will have a luncheon after worship that day. BBQ and Fried Chicken  with green beans, mac and cheese & 

sweet potato souffle.  (We will have chicken nuggets for small children.). There will be an assortment of 

desserts and beverages. Cost per person is $10.  (Families with 3 or more, total cost $30.) You can pay here 

  

Reservations are required and limited to the first 90 responders. 

We need the names of those coming along with ages for children under 12. 

The reservation deadline is Sunday, September 27. Sign up here or at saintjamesfay.org 

 

 
 

  

“I’m a Lutheran” Doug Bennett, head athletic trainer for the Carolina Hurricanes 

Hockey Club and member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Raleigh 

 

 In the summer “I’m a Lutheran” column from Living 

Lutheran, Bennett talks about his family’s faith journey, his 

passion for supporting his athletes and his dedication to 

doing his best every day. Read more of his faith story. 

“I’m a Lutheran because of grace. I trust in God’s mercy, 

grace and love wholeheartedly.” 

 

https://saint-james-lutheran-church.square.site/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbYKVJBS3wlUeg9b2-SIXfp49c6ILVvZxUAOIBKYAnfRvdGg/viewform?usp=header
https://give.elca.org/s/5908293/OZS8ad1B
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God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, September 13th 

 
 

"God's Work. Our Hands." is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s 
(ELCA) annual day of service, designed to celebrate the church’s mission and 
engage members in acts of service within their communities. 

 

We are planning the following activities after worship! 

 

 

➢ “Operation Christmas Child” filling of shoe boxes  

         You are encouraged to bring items church by September 13th for  

         God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday.  

However, we will still accept donations for the rest of the month. 

  They have many suggested items for the children which you can view 

   on the table in the Gathering Space during the month of September! 

 

 

➢  Greeting Cards made by younger children (up to 5th grade) 
                        To go in “Operation Christmas Child” boxes 

 

➢ Youth - 6-12th grade: Our first meeting of the school year. And we’ll do it like 
Jesus!!!   Around a table with a meal, building community, and serving and 
feeding others.   

We’ll make Celebration of Gratitude Bags for a few local first responder units! (Cookies, handmade 
cards, and prayer notes).  

  
 

➢ Indoor and Outdoor Property Projects 
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It’s Shoebox Time! 

St. James Lutheran Church is collecting items for Operation Christmas Child for 

the whole month of September. Samaritan’s Purse sends gift-filled Operation 

Christmas Child shoeboxes to children in need around the world together with the 

message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. By filling ordinary shoeboxes full of toys 

and other fun items, you can be part of giving boys and girls what may be their 

first gift ever! Local churches in more than 100 nations hand out these Operation 

Christmas Child shoebox gifts at festive outreach events where the Gospel is 

presented in a child-friendly way.  

 

Each box bursting with items such as a soccer ball, doll, or stuffed animal becomes a 

tangible expression of God’s love to the child, their family, and their community. Many 

shoebox recipients also participate in our 12-lesson follow-up discipleship program, The 

Greatest Journey. We at St. James get to participate in this ministry.  

 

On September 13, after the church service, we will meet in the fellowship hall, have lunch 

and then as part of the God’s Work, Our Hands ministry, we will pack shoeboxes with 

donated items. Our goal is 50 shoeboxes. 

 

There is a link to the list of suggested items following this article. Not every item goes into 

every box. But boxes should be full and exciting for the recipient child to open. So, your 

help is needed. There will be a container located at the entrance doors in the gathering 

space each Sunday for you to place your contributions. Jane Boelke will be available to answer questions.  

Or you can call me: 651-636-3336.  

 

If you wish to donate money, please make checks payable to St. James Lutheran Church and put “Shoeboxes” on 

the memo line. The donations are needed to cover the $10 shipping and handling cost per box, as 

well as purchasing needed items. 

 

Last of all, please pray for all the children who receive a shoebox, that they may learn about the God who loves 

them so much that He sent His son, Jesus, who is the best gift of all. 

Thank you, Jane Boelke 

 

 

  Samaritan’s Purse  “Operation Christmas Child”. 

 

They have many suggested items for the children which you can view here 

or on the table in the Gathering Space during the month of September! 

 

https://saintjamesfay.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Shoebox-Gift-suggestions.pdf
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Dear Saint James congregation: 
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News about Children’s Ministry - from Pastor John 
 

I recently enjoyed and appreciated a time of conversation 

with several parents of young children at St. James. Here 

are two updates we decided and the next steps for 

implementing upgrades to our children’s ministry.  

 

Sunday morning teaching time  For the last year or so, Jacky Hummel has graciously served 

as the primary coordinator and teacher for a weekly 9 o’clock Sunday School K -5th class. 

Attendance, however, has been sporadic and few in number at best.  

Next step 

The weekly 9:00 class for K-5th grade will change in September to a once-a-month story and 

activity time. Beginning September 20th, we’ll meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month in the 

lower-level classroom. 

 

Nursery & children time during worship   This ministry has been evolving for several years 

since we came out of COVID and then as the number of younger families increased. We now 

need to offer some organization and structure.  

Next steps 

1. The new focus of this ministry will be Infant through 5th grade. At the conclusion of children’s 

time during worship, children will be invited to go to the lower -level classroom or nursery. 

They will return to the sanctuary during the Hymn of The Day or Creed.  

2. ** We will have two groups.  

ONE - Nursery will be for Infants-PreK, and will be a supervised non structured play time.  

TWO - K-5th grade will meet in the classroom with a structured learning environment led by 

Jacky Hummel.  

 

The Parlor will be a place available during worship for parents to offer infant care.  

Some upgrades to the room are planned: video feed of worship live -stream, infant soft play 

items, changing station in the adjacent restroom, etc.  

 

Our aim is to help fulf il l the congregational baptismal promise to walk with and support family. 

Of course, volunteers will be necessary to make these efforts effective. If you have a desire to 

be a part of children’s ministry, please see Jacky Hummel, Pas tor John, or notify the church 

office and someone will contact you.  

And a special thanks to the five parents who participated in this conversation, either in person 

or privately.  

Pastor John 
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                                       Our 10:00 Sunday worship service is being streamed 
live, and is also available for later viewing.                      

Click here to watch 
  
  

 

Receive Text Updates 
  

If you are not currently on our email news list, sign up on our website: https://saintjamesfay.org/ 

  

To receive text messages as well, or instead of email, here is how to sign up 

  

 
To receive messages via text,  

  

Text      @8bhg3 

to           81010                                    

  

You can opt-out of messages at anytime by replying, 'unsubscribe @8bhg3'. 

Trouble using 81010? Try texting  @8bhg3  to  (910) 401-3357 instead. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8vbZUYlV98ZG99RWFFFYoQ
https://saintjamesfay.org/
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AnnaLisa is considering starting the study 

on Ruth after Labor Day  

 

Come be a part of something you haven’t done before.  Join handbells! 

 

Handbells will rehearse Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm starting September 2, 2026.   

We meet in the music room, just off the sanctuary.  We need at least 6 ringers to make 

a small bell choir or 11 ringers to make a full choir.  You do not need to know how to 

read music to be a member.  (But is helpful if you can count to 4).  Handbells add zest to 

the Sunday worship experience.  Call or text Jane Boelke at 651-636-3336 to join or get 

bell questions answered.  I am also available at church on Sundays.  Please let me know 

by the last week in August so I can prepare music.   

I look forward to hearing from you! 

  

 

 

Join us after Labor Day as we study about 

the remarkable Ruth. Famous for her loyalty, 

kindness and faithfulness. 
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Our Retreat will be held at Camp Agape, a short 45-minute drive north of Fayetteville. Come join us 

for a weekend of fellowship, food, some light outdoor activities and spiritual growth.  

 

The sign-up sheet and informational flyers can be found on the message board near the Men’s 

Bible Study area or contact the Church Office or Todd Burns.  

Don’t miss out on this wonderful opportunity!!! 

 

For more information contact Todd Burns, (910) 308-5431, burnst37@gmail.com 
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  Fellowship Opportunities 

Fellowship opportunity for women! 

Our monthly breakfast group (Salty Women)  meets on  

second Thursdays, September 10th  at 9am at  

Eggs up Grill, 2951 Town Center Drive  

If you are interested, please let Ruth Ann know: 910-309-1007 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Men’s Fellowship – September 2nd 

Come join us every first Wednesday 5:30 pm - 8 pm on the back lawn of 

St. James for brats, beans, and beverages.                                 

If you are coming, let Dave Runkle or Todd Burns know in advance.   

  

Weather plan is in the Annex/Entrance across the parking lot 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Join us every first Tuesday, at Noon! 

Potluck Lunch in our Fellowship Hall 

September 1st at Noon 

  

The Prime Timer group is designed as a fellowship opportunity for all members over 55.                   
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Upcoming Zoom Meetings  
        Click on the times to connect 

  
   Property Team -    (September 8) 
 - 2nd Tuesdays                 6:00 pm 
 (Meeting ID: 829 6466 1925 / Password: 977528) 
  

       
 Men's Bible Study - Sundays            9:00 am 

             (Meeting ID 821 3488 9583 /  Password: 257977 )                     

        

  Fellowship & Conversation - Tuesdays         7:00 pm  

               (Meeting ID: 837 4730 9659 / Password:  588450)                              

THANKS FOR SHARING RESOURCES 
  
  

We appreciate every gift that is received, and we attempt to make 
wise decisions in how we use and invest these funds.  
  
Thanks for on-going financial giving. 

  

  
You can support our ministries by scanning the code or online     

                     Click here   
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82964661925?pwd=a21ycGRwSVFzUlhWYjByK2Z5RHJyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82964661925?pwd=a21ycGRwSVFzUlhWYjByK2Z5RHJyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86059524602?pwd=dVp5UHZ1S1duV09VbnkwUzJmTTVDUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82134889583?pwd=WVc4LzNiMXpXQ3ZLRFdqZldNbUV0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85458308831?pwd=SmNDM3EyNHM2SmhBeTBhOXBNeEF0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83747309659?pwd=UjJjSkRrYWh1K1hieDV2dFIzOVBPdz09
https://squareup.com/store/saint-james-lutheran-church
https://squareup.com/store/saint-james-lutheran-church
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Assisting Ministers 

 

9/06 ....................................... Lindsey Smith 

9/13 ....................................... Scott Marosek 

9/20 ............................... Ruth Ann Crecelius 

9/27 ...................................... Jacky Hummel 

 

 

  

Lectors  

 

9/06 Erin Smith 

9/13 Glenn Stockwell 

9/20 Beverly Beale 

9/27 Rick Black 

 

  

  

Communion Assistant 

 

9/06 .................................... Delores Schiebe 

9/13 .......................................... Nancy Oliver 

9/20 .......................................... Dave Runkle 

9/27 ........................................... Paula Burns 

 

  

Acolytes 

 

9/06 ..................................... Gabriel Thomas  

9/13 .................................... Victoria Orellano 

9/20 ....................................... Aaron Thomas 

9/27 ...................................... Willow Linkous 

 

  

Ushers 

 

9/06 ............................ John & Gayle Frinak 

9/13 ............... Tonie Neal, James Peterson 

9/20 ... Sharon VanPelt, Edward Samuelian 

9/27 ............... Hannah Rea, Joah Eissinger 

 

  

Greeters 

 

9/06 Delores Schiebe  

9/13 Gayle & John Frinak 

9/20 Patsy Linkous 

9/27 Amber Habermehl, Kathy Brown 

 

  

  

Rover 

 

9/06 ............................................Tom Liedig 

9/13 .................... Verena & Christopher Min 

9/20 ............................... Edward Samuelian 

9/27 ........................................... Todd Burns 

 

  

Nursery 

 

9/06 ................... Verena Min, Patsy Linkous 

9/13 ................... Sue Rink, Jennifer Linkous 

9/20 ...................Erika Stockwell, Tonie Neal 

9/27 ........... Amber Habermehl, Kathy Brown 

  

 

Worship Leaders 
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 One of the gifts that the Christian 
community shares with others is 
praying for those with special 
needs or concerns. Call the 
Church Office or fill out the green 
form in the pew racks to let us 
know of prayer needs. 
  

The list in the weekly bulletin is 
intended to be for persons in 
immediate crisis. Generally those 
names will be changed after 3 
weeks.  
  

The newsletter has our long-term 
prayer list which is updated as you 
tell us.  
  

Please keep us informed so that 
we can share accurate information 
with the Saint James community.    

  
  

Remember These  
  

People at Home or in  
Care facilities (restricted mobility) 
  
• Jacque Yacobucci 

• Charlotte Davis 

• Dara Lehner 
• Brenda Killett 
• Carolyn Uchtorff 

• Betty Kern 

 

 

Prayer Concerns: 
 Angel Davis 
 Beth Sessoms 
 Mark & Ann Mabe 
 David Herring 
 James Peterson, Jr. 
 Wes Davis 
 Darcey Beale 
 

  

 Military Members 
                (* Deployed) 

  

• Earl Stockham  

• Joshua Trogdon * 

• Bella Fish  

• Dan Gibson 

• Hochang Min 

• Alex Habermehl  

• Robert James 

• Matthew Porter * 

• Justyce Crecelius * 

• Zach Fuhr 

• Addie Piatz * 

•  Douglas Gearing * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/01   Amanda Mott 
9/03   Jake Smalley 
9/05   Nicholas George 
9/05   Joshua Rea 
9/06   Jennifer Linkous 
9/08   Patsy Linkous 
9/10   Jordan Slaymaker 
9/11   Laura Stockham 
9/11   Brayden Williams 
9/11   Jaxton Habermehl 
9/12   Brad Dunning 
9/13   Barbara Azzarelli 
9/14   Catherine Earle 
9/14   Jacob Smalley 
9/15   Carl Rosenberg 
9/19   Madaline Crecelius 
9/25   Linda Schlenker 
9/25   John Locke 
9/25   Agnes Rybar 
9/26   Donna Runkle 
9/28   Gabriel Thomas 
 

 

   Anniversaries  

9/14   Maddy & Brandon Gregory 
9/23   Nancy & Michael Williams 
9/29 Dan & Ann Gibson 

 

    

 

   

  

  

Around the Parish 
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The Messenger is a monthly newsletter of  

Saint James Lutheran Church,  

P.O. Box 53276; Fayetteville, NC 28305.  

  

All are welcome to worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

Holy Communion is celebrated every week.  

  

Should you have an emergency or need Pastoral Care, contact  
Pastor John Locke: Cell (704) 530-9969  or jpl406@gmail.com .  

  

Church Staff Office hours are 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mo-Th.  

   Phone: (910) 484-8052  |  24 hour answering machine.                         

www.saintjamesfay.org    E-mail: saintjameslutheran@gmail.com 

Saint James Lutheran Church 

Located in the Haymount Area 
  

1424 Morganton Road 

P.O. Box 53276                                                                                        

Fayetteville, NC 28305Servie Requested 

Address Service Requested 

    www.saintjamesfay.org 


