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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE       
 

WORDS OF WELCOME  

 

TEMPLE TALK - David Runkle  

 

VOLUNTARY 
 
 

We stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

    have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

    but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 

The cravings at war within us 

    cause conflicts and disputes. 

In our desire to be first 

    we make distinctions among ourselves. 

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 

Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 

    and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, 

your sins are forgiven. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN     Earth and All Stars   ELW 731 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 

And also with you. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY              

Let us pray together. 
 

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to the 

power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through 

Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 
 

We sit.  

 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME         Jane Boelke 
 

Following Children's Time, younger children are invited to go downstairs for an adult supervised activity time.   

They will return to the sanctuary during the Hymn of The Day. 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 35:4-7a 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 
7a the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 146 

  1 Hallelujah! 

  Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 3 Put not your trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there is no help. 

 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 

  and in that day their thoughts perish.  

 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

  whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 

  who keeps promises forever; 

 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 

  The Lord sets the captive free. 

 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

  the Lord loves the righteous.  

 9 The Lord cares for the stranger; 

  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 10 The Lord shall reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  



 

 

We stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Setting 8) 

 
 

 

GOSPEL The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Mark 7:31-37 
31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went by way of Sidon toward the Sea of Galilee, in the region 

of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech, and they begged 

him to lay his hand on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his 

ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” 

that is, “Be opened.” 35 And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then Jesus 

ordered them to tell no one, but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They were 

astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute 

to speak.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
We sit.  

SERMON         Pastor John 
 

We stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Spirit, Open My Heart    ACS 1043 

 
 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED    
We join with the Great Communion of Saints in confessing our faith, using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,    

creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ,   

God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the  

   living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

    (Names of those on the congregation’s prayer list are listed in the back of the bulletin) 
 

   Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:  

Here us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

PEACE  

    The peace of God be with you always.  

    And also with you. 

 

 
 

We sit.  
 

OFFERING 

     An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  

 

Support of the ministries of St. James, as well as the wider 

church, is appreciated. To donate with cash or check use an 

envelope from the back of the pew or scan the QR code to 

donate digitally. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

ANTHEM    Great is the Lord by Micheal and Deborah Smith 

We stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 

source of every gift of your creation. 

By these gifts and with our lives, 

help us to serve one another and all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

We share this peace as a sign of our baptismal unity as children of God. The “exchange of peace” (also commonly called 

“sharing the peace” or “passing the peace”) is an act of reconciliation that serves as a transition point between the 

Word and Meal portions of the liturgy.  



 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

DIALOGUE 
    The Lord be with you. 

        And also with you. 

    Lift up your hearts. 

        We lift them to the Lord. 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 

You reveal your glory 

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 

ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   (ELW setting 8) 

 

 

 
. 

 

 



 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional Version) 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name; 

    thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread. 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those  

     who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation;  

    but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power  

    and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Jesus welcomes you to this table. 

Come, here is your God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

We sit. 

 

                         

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

All are welcome at Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that Jesus' real presence is in, under, and through the bread 

and wine. The sacrament is effective in either bread or wine, so if you have an issue with either bread or wine, you may 

commune with one element. Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available for those who prefer. We will distribute 

bread and wine by individual cup. Children and others not communing may fold arms across their chest, and they will 

receive a blessing from the communion minister.  

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

       and each person may respond  Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONGS   

Lamb of God (Setting 8) 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Touch That Soothes and Heals   ACS 939 

 
 

 

Instrumental    

  
We stand.. 
 

TABLE BLESSING        

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His Grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION      

Holy God, 

you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  

 

BLESSING   
God all mighty, 

God most merciful 

☩ bless you, keep you, 

and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

 SENDING HYMN  Oh For A Thousand Tongues To Sing   ELW 886 

 

DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 
 

We welcome Pattie Griffin today, who is a teacher for the Deaf. She will be signing this morning to 

coincide with our scripture. 

She began her interest in the Deaf community when she volunteered at Fort Bragg Camp Sunny.  She was 

paired with a deaf child when she was 12, 13 and 14 years old, so they would have full support on a daily 

basis.  That is when she began to learn sign language. 

Pattie attended UNC Greensboro to become a teacher for the Deaf, working in North Carolina and 

Pennsylvania for 39 years.  She retired in 2019, but continues to work in the Deaf community through 

special events and a yearly summer camp here in Fayetteville.  The camp is open to Deaf children, their 

siblings and children of Deaf parents.” 

 
 

 

Saint James is celebrating its 90th anniversary on June 28! 

We have received news that the new Fellowship Hall HVAC will not be 

installed prior to 28 June.  Considering that summer temperatures will be here by late 

June, our planning team has made the following decisions:  

The planned anniversary lunch will be postponed until a later date; however 

 

A Celebration of thanksgiving in worship is still planned. Bishop Emily Hartner will be our guest preacher 

and the choir will lead with wonderful music. We will give thanks to God for the blessing of ninety years 

of ministry. Please make plans to be in attendance on June 28.  

  

 



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER CONCERNS 

June 7, 2026 
 

 

Members      · Beth Sessoms    · Larry Schiebe   · Philip Williams     · Anna Lena Andersen · Brenda Killett    

· Betty Kern   · Cayla Chaplin   · Valerie Brewer   · The family of Stella San Miguel 
 

Friends & Family  

· Diane Stultz     · Peter Lundell    · Gregg Nazario  ·  Sandy Pangle    · Stasha     · Alan Carlson     ·Katie Maxwell     

· Darcey Beale     · Charlotte Choice and family    · Sara Brown     · Mindy Quinby    · Morgen Jensen 

· Jason VanDervoort   · Bob Matlack   · Yvonne Wheeler   · Buddy Prevatte   · The family of Pat Dwyer     
 

People at Home or in Care facilities: · Charlotte Davis     · Brenda Killett      · Carolyn Uchtorff   
 

Our military members     (*deployed) 

· Earl Stockham     · Dan Gibson    · Joshua Trogdon*   · Bella Fish     · Hochang Min     · Alex Habermehl     

·Robert James     · Matthew Porter*      ·  Derek Carlson    ·Howard Hogan*    · Justyce Crecelius* ·  Zach Fuhr 

 

 

Ministry at St. James  …   June 7 - 15,  2026 
 

Sun. June 7 Second Sunday after Pentecost 

   9:00 am Sunday Morning Faith Formation (Sunday School for adults only) 

 10:00 am Worship       

 11:30 am Choir Practice 

 11:30 am Introduction to St. James and being Lutheran (with Pastor John) 

 

Mon.  June 8  9:00 am Quilting Ministry Team (Annex) 

   10:00 am Finance Ministry Team (office meeting room) 

    
Tue. June 9               7:00 pm Boy Scouts Troop 747 Meeting 

 7:00 pm Fellowship on Zoom 

 

Thu. June 11 9:00 am Women’s Breakfast at “Eggs Up Grill” (open to all) 

  2951 Town Center Dr, Hope Mills 

 

Sun. June 14 Third Sunday after Pentecost 

   9:00 am Sunday Morning Faith Formation (Sunday School for adults only) 

 10:00 am Worship (Receiving of New Members / Baptism of William Fuhr) 

      

 11:30 am Choir Practice 

 11:30 am Congregation Council Meeting 

   3:00 pm HymnSingers Concert at St. Luke (522 Hillsboro St.) 

                                        5:00-7:00 pm Youth Game Night (6th – 12th grades) 

Games, fun, laughter, friendship, and food. Come, bring a friend! 

 

Mon. June 15 12:30 pm Stella San Miguel Funeral 

 

The list in the weekly bulletin is intended to be for persons in immediate crisis.  Generally, those names will be 

moved to the newsletter after 3 weeks. The newsletter has our long-term prayer list which is updated as you tell us.  


