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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE       
 

WORDS OF WELCOME   
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   
 

MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE 

A time of prayer for those who have sacrificed, and those who grieve. 
 

America The Beautiful  ELW 888  (Congregation will sing verses 1 & 2) 

 

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 

 for amber waves of grain, 

 for purple mountain majesties 

 above the fruited plain: 

 America! America! 

 God shed his grace on thee, 

 and crown thy good with brotherhood 

 from sea to shining sea. 

2 O beautiful for heroes proved 

 in liberating strife, 

 who more than self their country loved, 

 and mercy more than life: 

 America! America! 

 May God thy gold refine, 

 till all success be nobleness, 

 and ev'ry gain divine. 
 

 
 

We stand 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Jesus, preacher of parables, teller of tales, 

     open our eyes to see our part in your great story. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

     We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
 

Holy Spirit, breath of Heaven, power of Pentecost, 

     open our imaginations to see the world through your great story.  

You anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

     Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

     Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

     and for making us a new creation. 
 

O God, you are The Author of life,  

     The Alpha and The Omega, the beginning and the end, 

     open our ears today to hear your great story. 

On this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by  

     sending into us your Holy Spirit.  

Direct us by the light of that Spirit,  

     that we may have a right judgment in all things and  

     rejoice at all times in your peace, 

     through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,  

     who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

     one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN    Holy Spirit, Truth Divine    ELW 398 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 

And also with you. Amen. 

 
The congregation may be seated. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY              

Let us pray together. 
 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. 

Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all 

times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

We sit.  

 

WORD 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount 

Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within 

and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul 

reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these 

gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too 

are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.  

 

CHILDREN’S TIME   

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”  Rev. 4:8 

 

Following Children's Time, children are invited to go downstairs for an adult supervised activity time.  

     They will return to the sanctuary during the Hymn of The Day. 



 

 

FIRST READING  Acts 2:1-21 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability.  5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  
 

9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 

about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 

mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 

  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who 

live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 

Joel: 

 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 

 24 How manifold are your works, O Lord! 

  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 

  living things both small and great. 

 26 There go the ships to and fro, 

  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

 27 All of them look to you 

  to give them their food in due season.  

 28 You give it to them; they gather it; 

  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

 29 When you hide your face, they are terrified; 

  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

 30 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 

  and so you renew the face of the earth. 

 31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 

  O Lord, rejoice in all your works.  

 32 You look at the earth and it trembles; 

  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

 33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 

  I will praise my God while I have my being. 

 34 May these words of mine please God. 

  I will rejoice in the Lord. 

 35b Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

  Hallelujah!  

 

 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but the same 

Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given 

through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 

same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another 

the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 

various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the 

same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  



 

 

We stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Setting 8) 

 
 

 

GOSPEL The Holy Gospel according to John  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

John 17:1-11 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour 

has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all 

people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the 

work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 

your presence before the world existed. 

  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is 

from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know 

in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am 

not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All 

mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

We sit.  

SERMON         Pastor John 
 

We stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading   ELW 401 
 
 



 

 

NICENE CREED    
We join with the Great Communion of Saints in confessing our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

    (Names of those on the congregation’s prayer list are listed in the back of the bulletin) 
 

   Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

PEACE  

    The peace of God be with you always.  

    And also with you. 

 

 
 

We sit.  
 

OFFERING 

     An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  

 

Support of the ministries of St. James, as well as the wider 

church, is appreciated. To donate with cash or check use an 

envelope from the back of the pew or scan the QR code to 

donate digitally. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

ANTHEM   Send Down The Fire 

We stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

DIALOGUE 
    The Lord be with you. 

        And also with you. 

    Lift up your hearts. 

        We lift them to the Lord. 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

We share this peace as a sign of our baptismal unity as children of God. The “exchange of peace” (also commonly called 
“sharing the peace” or “passing the peace”) is an act of reconciliation that serves as a transition point between the 

Word and Meal portions of the liturgy.  



 

 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 

you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 

uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   (ELW setting 8) 

 

 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional Version) 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name; 

    thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread. 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those  

     who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation;  

    but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power  

    and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come to the table of new life. 

Receive the risen Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

                         

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

All are welcome at Holy Communion. Lutherans believe that Jesus' real presence is in, under, and through the bread 

and wine. The sacrament is effective in either bread or wine, so if you have an issue with either bread or wine, you may 

commune with one element. Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available for those who prefer. We will distribute 

bread and wine by individual cup. Children and others not communing may fold arms across their chest, and they will 

receive a blessing from the communion minister.  

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say  

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

       and each person may respond  Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONGS   

Lamb of God (Setting 8) 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Draw Us In The Spirit’s Tether    ELW 470  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Spirit of Gentleness      ELW 396 

 

We remain seated. 
 

TABLE BLESSING        
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His Grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION      
Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

We stand.  

BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,   

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 SENDING HYMN  O Day Full of Grace  ELW 627  

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER CONCERNS 

May 24, 2026 
 

 

Members      · Beth Sessoms    · Stella San Miguel    · Larry Schiebe   · Philip Williams      

· Anna Lena Andersen · Brenda Killett   · Betty Kern   · Cayla Chaplin 
 

Friends & Family  

· Diane Stultz     · Peter Lundell    · Gregg Nazario  ·  Sandy Pangle    · Stasha     · Alan Carlson     ·Katie Maxwell     

· Darcey Beale     · Wes Davis     · Charlotte Choice and family    · Sara Brown      · Mindy Quinby    · Morgen Jensen 

· Jason VanDervoort   · Pat Dwyer 
 

People at Home or in Care facilities: · Charlotte Davis     · Brenda Killett      · Carolyn Uchtorff   
 

Our military members     (*deployed) 

· Earl Stockham     · Dan Gibson    · Joshua Trogdon*   · Bella Fish     · Hochang Min     · Alex Habermehl     

·Robert James     · Matthew Porter*      ·  Derek Carlson    ·Howard Hogan*    · Justyce Crecelius*  

 

 

Ministry at St. James  …   May 24 - 31,  2026 
 

Sun May 24 Day of Pentecost  

   9:00 am Sunday Morning Faith Formation (Sunday School)  

 10:00 am Worship       

 11:30 am Choir Practice 
 

Mon  May 25 Memorial Day – Office Closed 

  

Tue May 26              7:00 pm Boy Scouts Troop 747 Meeting 

 7:00 pm Fellowship on Zoom 

 

Thu. May 28-  Synod Gathering at Lenoir Rhyne  

    Sat. May 30  

 

Sun May 31 The Holy Trinity  

   9:00 am Sunday Morning Faith Formation (Sunday School)  

 10:00 am Worship       

 11:30 am Choir Practice 

   

                     
 

A note of thanks to Anna Lisa Johannessen for offering her gift of creativity to 

enhance the beauty of our sanctuary for Pentecost! 

The list in the weekly bulletin is intended to be for persons in immediate crisis.  Generally, those names will be 

moved to the newsletter after 3 weeks. The newsletter has our long-term prayer list which is updated as you tell us.  



 

 

 

Last Sunday, May 17th was our final session for 9:00 am Children’s Sunday School for this school year.  

 

Confirmation Class ended today and will resume again in September. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint James is celebrating it’s 90th anniversary on June 28th.  

We need your stories and photographs! 

Please record your retelling of fond memories on your phone and email it to 

saintjameslutheran@gmail.com or contact Rick Boelke (612-386-0293) and he’ll be 

glad to help! We will have a video reel on June 28th for us all to enjoy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in formal membership in St. James? 
  

Pastor John invites you to a time of conversation: “Introduction to St. 

James and being Lutheran”, June 7th in the Fellowship Hall following 

worship (Lunch to be provided!) RSVP to the office by May 27! 

 
 

Congregation Council is calling a special CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, TODAY.  
Information will be shared concerning the status of the Fellowship Hall heat/air conditioning unit, 
which is in need of replacement. The cost is being quoted at approximately $36,200. Congregational 
approval is required for expenditures that are $20,000 more than current spending plan. More 
specifics will be shared prior to the meeting next week.     

mailto:saintjameslutheran@gmail.com


 

 

 


