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PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
We stand 
GATHERING SONG Love Has Come   ELW 292 (vs 1, 3)   

 

A CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE & PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish  
but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 

Let us pray.  
Gracious God of heaven and earth, 
you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness— 

a beam of light that shines through Jesus. 
Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. 
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. 
Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world 

and in our hearts. 
Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING: John 1:1–14                                         
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was in the beginning 
with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being  4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him.  8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  11He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  12But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God,  13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, 
full of grace and truth. 

 
 

 



FIRST CAROL 

Hark! The Harald Angels Sing    (vs 1, 2)               ELW 270 
 

 

 

SECOND READING: Micah 5:2–5a                 
       2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
    from you shall come forth for me 

    one who is to rule in Israel, 
    whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

    when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
    then the rest of his kindred shall return 

    to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
    And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth; 
 5and he shall be the one of peace.   



SECOND CAROL 
 O Little Town of Bethlehem  (vs 1,4)       ELW 279 

 

 
 
THIRD READING: Luke 2:8–20                                    

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  9Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  10But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."  16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them.  19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.     

 



THIRD CAROL 

Angels From the Realms of Glory     (vs. 1, 2, 4)                        ELW 275 
 

 
 

 

FORTH READING:   Isaiah 11: 1-3a; 4a; 6-9 
11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011%3A6-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17891a


FOURTH CAROL 

Silent Night                       ELW 281 

 

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (See back page) 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    forever and ever. Amen.      

    



COMMUNION SONG 
 What Child Is This    ELW 296 
 Good Christian Friends Rejoice  ELW 288 

Joy to the World  (vs 1, 2, 4)  ELW 267 
 

BLESSING 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God, all creatures here below! 
You are the shepherds telling the story. We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the angels announcing peace. We live with joy and go now in peace. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG        O Come All Ye Faithful  (vs 1, 4)            ELW 283 
 
DISMISSAL 
     Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
 

Congregational Prayer Concerns 

 

Members     · Joe Lehner             · Beth Sessoms              · Stella San Miguel       · Gary Eissinger                           

· Erin Orose               · Paul Orose  · Betty Kern   · Bill Vittoe · Catherine Earle 

Friends & Family  

· Jayne Bremer     · Rod Kuhlmann     · Jill Whitwell  · David Herring     · Christine Beck                                           

· James Peterson, Jr.        · Barbara Trogdon       · Joe Greer · Baden Salinas      ·Cayla & Ron Chaplin                                

· The family of Winfred Morris     · Family of Janet Aanrud Heller  

 

People at Home or in Care facilities (restricted mobility) 

· Charlotte Davis     · Claudia Doyle     · Brenda Killett      · Carolyn Uchtorff   
 

Our military members     (*deployed) 

·  Earl Stockham   ·  Jessie Hewins     · Rob Whitt     · David Oliver      ·  Tristan Bonde     ·  Dan Gibson                        · 

Jacob Rea    · Zach Turner    · Joshua Trogdon        · Bella Fish   · Hochang Min 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The list in the weekly bulletin is intended to be for persons in immediate crisis.  Generally those names will be 

moved to the newsletter after 3 weeks. The newsletter has our long-term prayer list which is updated as you tell us.  



 
 

 

Donations towards the Christmas flowers and decorations 
were made by: 

 

Given by In Honor / Memory of  
Beverly Beale In memory of Eddie Beale, Joe & Frances Leonard, Harold Beale, Sue Coty,                 

and Jean Blackmon-Brauer 
Nancy Oliver In honor of her Loved Ones 
Sarah Parrish In honor of her children and grandchildren 

Elizabeth Robertson In memory of Anne and Bill Robertson, Hancie Moore, Roy Cowman, Buddy 
Cowman, Josephine McGinnis, Joe Robertson, and Lois Genter. 

Stella San Miguel In memory of Oscar San Miguel, Andrew San Miguel and Jennifer Chaplin 
Delores & Larry Schiebe In honor of their great-granddaughter, Anslea Trogdon 

 

 

Ministry at St. James  …   December 29 – Jan 5, 2024 

 

Sun. Dec 29 9:00 am  Sunday Morning Faith Formation (Sunday School)  

• Women’s Bible Study, Rm 127.. Current topic: Praying In Color 

• Men’s Bible Study, Fellowship Hall… Sunday’s Scripture Lessons 

• Children… Lower-Level classroom 

           10:00 am Worship (Lessons & Carols) 

           

Mon. Dec 30  NO Quilting    

 

Fri. Jan 3 Office Closed        

                                      

Sat. Jan 4 9:00 am Removal of Christmas Decorations and Nativity 

 

Sun. Jan 5 9:00 am  Sunday Morning Faith Formation (Sunday School)  

• Women’s Bible Study, Rm 127.. Current topic: Praying In Color 

• Men’s Bible Study, Fellowship Hall… Sunday’s Scripture Lessons 

• Children… Lower-Level classroom 

           10:00 am Worship  

 


