WANT TO RESPOND? Guidance from LDR Carolinas

We have all been stunned by the news and photos of the devastation in western North Carolina
due to flooding from Hurricane Helene. We have heard from many of you who have asked
Lutheran Disaster Response Carolinas how you can help.

Here are some guidelines:

First, pray. Pray for all those whose lives have been disrupted by this storm. Pray for those who
have lost loved ones. Pray for the safety of first responders, utility workers and highway crews, and
others who are putting their own lives in danger to help others. Pray for those who are fearing the
worst because they have not been able to contact their loved ones in these areas. Pray for the
trained volunteers who will put their own lives on hold to help in many ways. Pray that all may
know the comfort of God’s loving presence, even in this darkness and devastation.

Stay home. Right now, travel into those affected areas is nearly impossible due to damaged or
blocked roads. Power lines are down and all means of communication are down, except for
amateur radio. It will be some time before power, phone lines, cellular service, and internet are
restored. If you are an amateur radio operator, please contact Ray Sipe (KI4UDZ)!

Assemble kits. We first published information on Clean Up Kits (aka flood buckets) and Children’s
Comfort Kits as possible God's Work. Our Hands. Day projects. While we are still collecting the
ones that congregations have already put together, more of those will be needed! A copy of the
directions for both is available here. When you have the kits completed, contact us to make
arrangements for collecting them.

Make a financial gift & volunteer. Details about both of these are below.

Request assistance. While clean-up operations are overwhelmed, requests still need to be
registered. If you have damage, or someone you know has damage, please call the Crisis Cleanup
number to register. This gives all the volunteer organizations an idea of the scope and location of
where help is needed. Please call (844) 965-1386.

Final words of advice:

DO NOT SELF-DEPLQOY: For your own safety, and the benefit of those affected by disaster,
always work with a recognized disaster response organization. We can help you connect with
other organizations that are deploying soon. LDR is known for its long-term work and there will be
a plan for coordinating teams and recovery after damage is assessed.

DO NOT SEND STUFF: There is currently no way to get goods to the disaster area and there are
no organizations prepared to accept donations. Please don’t ever send clothing or other items—
even bottled water—unless you are certain that the items are needed and there is an organization
prepared to receive and distribute them! Cash donations are always the best!

Pastors Ruth Ann & Ray Sipe, LDR Carolinas Coordinators



Make a Financial Gift Today!

Cash donations are the most helpful thing you can do right now.
Here are three ways you can give:

Give to the NC Synod's Give to LDR Carolinas Give to Lutheran Disaster
Disaster Fund Response
These funds will be used in
These funds will be used to both Carolinas to recover from  Grant funds from Lutheran
support local congregations the hurricane—where needed  Disaster Response will provide
and camps in recovery. The most. Managed by the NC for both unmet short-term
funds will stay in North Synod. Please note "LDR needs as well as long- term
Carolina. Carolinas" on the Memo Line.  recovery.
NC Synod Lutheran
Disaster Fund Disaster
Response

Volunteer Opportunities

There are two specific needs right now. Contact the LDR Carolinas coordinators for more
information if you are interested in learning more about these.

o Trained shelter volunteers (with American Red Cross or FEMA certification) are
needed to support the emergency shelters that have been opened by NC Emergency
Management. Online training is available from FEMA. Some shelters are accepting other
volunteers as well.

e Volunteers are needed to take phone calls for Crisis Cleanup. This work requires brief
online training and basic computer skills. Volunteers can take calls in their own homes and
on their own schedules. Cell service is difficult in Western NC, so this is a great way for the
rest of the state to provide support.

LDR Carolinas Coordinators

Pastor Ray Sipe Pastor Ruth Ann Sipe
704-953-2315 704-322-0660
ray@ldrcarolinas.org ruthann@ldrcarolinas.org
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LDR Carolinas Links



https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=96379
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=96379
https://mds.org/story/we-can-go-home-now/
https://mds.org/story/we-can-go-home-now/
https://elca.org/disaster
https://elca.org/disaster
https://elca.org/disaster
mailto:ray@ldrcarolinas.org
mailto:ruthann@ldrcarolinas.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fscsynod.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d6c2b4723dc46aba80122e3d5b%26id%3db77830bbf6%26e%3d0509650b2c&c=E,1,QuZmfKn3opVMQdUdHwTjLHoOQEiPXfxYMdx6aRsXZWN2XYfMBXsh0uoW-8BeDGNKFP67US8tiH3CuFjIwev90G6M0lsvlDOt69E-Fb0u1X5F&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fscsynod.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d6c2b4723dc46aba80122e3d5b%26id%3db77830bbf6%26e%3d0509650b2c&c=E,1,QuZmfKn3opVMQdUdHwTjLHoOQEiPXfxYMdx6aRsXZWN2XYfMBXsh0uoW-8BeDGNKFP67US8tiH3CuFjIwev90G6M0lsvlDOt69E-Fb0u1X5F&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fscsynod.us6.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d6c2b4723dc46aba80122e3d5b%26id%3d88603fdfdb%26e%3d0509650b2c&c=E,1,8n8PMOFJL-2DdTB4lSKyKfreQ7NSIOWN51U8k16JVIwwGP4-s8vNpwu4avOIGk9MjyYn3m1VnCrByQhJInX-I0ROLcsJkDTzGTboEbm1FbUxXzWLyhK2Pi8KR7Q,&typo=1
https://ldrcarolinas.org/
https://ldrcarolinas.org/

