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I came upon this article a few days ago. In the midst of all the noise 
of division, hate, greed, and misunderstanding these days, I thought 

it important to share this article.  

It is from The Center for Action and Contemplation, urging with 
Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation. 

 

The Gift of Silence 

 Monastics should diligently cultivate silence at all times.  

—St. Benedict, Rule, chapter 42  

For Richard Rohr, silence is a foundation upon which we can 

build our lives:  

Silence is not just that which happens around words and un-

derneath images and events. It has a life of its own. It’s a phe-

nomenon with an almost physical identity. It is a being in it-

self to which we can relate. Philosophically, we would 

say being is that foundational quality which precedes all other 

attributes. When we relate to the naked being of a thing, we 

learn to know it at its core. Silence is somehow at the very 

foundation of all reality. It is that out of which all being comes 

and to which all things return.   

     Continued on page 2 
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From the Pastor’s Desk - continued... 

Silence precedes, undergirds, and grounds everything. We cannot just think of it as an acci-

dent, or as something unnecessary. Unless we learn how to live there, go there, abide in this 

different phenomenon, the rest of things—words, events, relationships, identities—become 

rather superficial, without depth or context. They lose meaning, so we end up searching for 

more events and situations which must increasingly contain ever-higher stimulation, more 

excitement, and more color to add vital signs to our inherently bored and boring existence. 

Really, the simplest and most stripped-down things ironically have the power to give us the 

greatest happiness—if we respect them as such. Silence is the essence of simple and stripped 

down.    

We need to experience silence as a living presence which is primordial and primal in itself, 

and then see all other things—now experienced deeply—inside of that container. Silence is 

not just an absence, but also a presence. Silence surrounds every “I know” event with a hum-

ble and patient “I don’t know.” It protects the autonomy and dignity of events, persons, ani-

mals, and all things.   

We must find a way to return to this place, to live in this place, to abide in this place of inner 

silence. Outer silence means very little if there is not a deeper inner silence. Everything else 

appears much clearer when it appears or emerges out of a previous silence. When I use the 

word appear, I mean that silence takes on reality, substance, significance, or meaning. With-

out silence around a thing, which is a mystery, it can be difficult to find a meaning that lasts. 

It’s just another event in a sequence of ever-quicker events, which we call our lives.   

Without silence, we do not really experience our experiences. We have many experiences, but 

they do not have the power to change us, to awaken us, to give us that joy or “peace that the 

world cannot give,” as Jesus says (John 14:27).   
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National Youth  Gathering July 16-20 

 

Hanna, Lela, Victoria, and Nate are CREATED TO BE … 
… brave … authentic … free … disruptive … disciples. 

 
 

 
They follow the call, along with adult leaders Amanda Rea and Jordan Slaymaker, to New            
Orleans to be in relationship with almost 16,000 other youth and leaders from across the 
ELCA. They will spend time in worship, study, fellowship, and service to know and expe-
rience God’s Spirit nurturing them in faith. 
 
On Sunday, July 14, we will offer prayers of blessing and Godspeed as we commend them 
to God’s Spirit for their journey. Come, sing and pray with them and join them through 
prayer in this exceptional journey of faith. 

Other youth events 

The annual beach-day trip to Kure Beach is 
currently scheduled for Wednesday JULY 31.  

All 6th-12th graders are invited (as well as a few 
adults/parents to drive, supervise, etc.).   

Please notify Pastor or church office if you are 
able to attend.  

We return to the church around 10:00 pm.  

 

Due to some scheduling conflicts, several of our youth are unable to participate.                                  

So, we are opening this trip to the congregation.  

If you would like to participate in this event, please contact the church office for more details. 
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More on page 4 



 

The Messenger                    July 2024 

- 5 - 



 

The Messenger                    July 2024 

- 6 - 

 

     August 8 -11 

     Thursday through Sunday 

     Stay tuned for more information 

 

Sunday, July 14   

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, July 21   

The Three Creeds - The Holy Trinity 
 

Sunday, July 28    

Questions about The Bible 
 

Sunday, August 4   

(No Class) 
 

Sunday, August 11   

Prayer   
 

Sunday, August 18    

Luther's 6 Great Paradoxes 
 

Sunday, August 25    

Lutheran Worship Questions 



 

 

 Join us every first Tuesday, at Noon! 

       

 Potluck Lunch in our Fellowship Hall 

      July meeting was the 2nd. 

 

  

 

 Musical Entertainment by  

 The Flat Mountain Dulcimers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

Come join us every first Wednesday 5:30 pm - 8 pm 
on the back lawn of St. James for brats, beans, and 
beverages.  If you are coming, let Dave Runkle or Todd 
Burns know in advance.   

Next: Wednesday, July 10, 2024 (for this month) 

 

Weather plan is in the Annex/Entrance across the parking lot.  
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Nancy Galambush,                 
David Roberson &                 
Margit Roberson 
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HELP WANTED 
 

                                   Work from Home.   Flexible hours. 
 

 People to help make cross in the pockets for first time  visitors bags.  
 Questions? Contact Tonie Neal 910-583-5560 
 
 Person/person to send greeting cards for one month.   
 Questions? Contact Tonie Neal 910-583-5560 

 
 
 

 Person/persons to crochet items for fidget blankets.   
 Be creative — Items we know work: flowers, butterflies & dragonflies.   

We welcome more of these and/or additional items.  All creative pieces 
should be  approximately 1,2, or 3 inches in size.     
 Questions? Contact Penny Kendall 910-987-2236 
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Coming up!! 

 
Recently a small social ministry team met with Pastor Locke.  We are trying something different.                     
We will be looking forward to help spread God’s love. 
 
Since this is something a little different, there may be changes.  God is always patient with us and 
we ask you to be patient as well. 
 
July 2024 
We will be supporting children and staff of Stoney Point Elementary School.  More details on the 
following page!  Help as you are able. 
 
August-September 8  
(God’s Work Our Hands day) we will be collecting items to help girls recovering from being               
victimized by human trafficking.   More information will be included in August newsletter.  
 
One thing they would like are jewelry making supplies.  If you have any you no longer need, 
please consider donating.  What is most need at this time: clasps and charms. 
Questions? Contact  Marcia Katt 910-322-8037 
 
September 15- October  
Blankets and quilts will be collected for Episcopal farm workers.    
Questions? Contact Tonie Neal 910-583-5560 
 
Information will be coming soon about our annual Angel tree. Please save shoeboxes for this and 
bring to church. 
 
We appreciate each and every one of you.  
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             Social Ministry “Item of the Month” 

          Back to School!! 

 

During the month of July, Social Ministry will be collecting donated items for Stoney Point Ele-
mentary School in Cumberland County.  Stoney Point has a clothing lending closet, which is used 
all year.  So, there are some clothing items on the suggested donation list.  Please see the list 
below for suggested items.  Please note that clothing items should be new. 

• Backpacks—kid-friendly 
 

• Headphones (to be used with the student-issued school laptops) 
 

• Girls’ underwear—sizes:  5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 

• Boys’ underwear—sizes: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 

• Girls’ Leggings—sizes:  5/6, 7/8, 9/10, 11/12 
 

• Boys’ warm up pants—sizes:  5/6, 7/8, 9/10, 11/12 
 

• T-shirts—plain colored—sizes:  Small, medium, large 
 
You may place your donations in the Social Ministry Item-of-the-Month container located in the 
gathering space.  Thank you so much in advance for your gracious Back-to-School donations! 

At the North Carolina Synod Assembly June 3, 2021   
Lutheran Services Carolinas (LSC) officially kicked off 
its 3-year Be the Light campaign. This fundraiser was              
designed to expand and enhance their child and family 
services program in North Carolina. 

In May 2022 Saint James joined their call. Philip                
Williams served as the chair for us here at St. James. 
Your compassion has brought light to our communities! 

Synod-wide LSC raised close to $3,000,000 and has been able to accomplish several projects:  

•  Increase foster parent recruitment 

•  Open a new full-time residence for those with traumatic brain injury (TBI) 

•  Equip foster care case managers with mobile technology 

•  Start the new integrated model of care for clients with TBI 

•  Establish a permanent residency and citizenship legal fund for refugees and immigrants 

•  Start the For the Children Endowment. 

 

Watch a 6 minute video about the campaign. 

 

https://youtu.be/d6k8el1foZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6k8el1foZ4


 

“Comfort Blanket” Bee 

June 18 and June 20 saw the annex abuzz with ladies making “comfort blankets “. Some will go to 
Stoney Point Elementary School, some to our local Child Advocacy Center and some were hand    
selected for girls in recovery who were victims of human trafficking.  Thanks to all who participated.   
A total of 40 blankets were completed.  
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Mary Wright and Barbara King 

Barbara King, Teri Bumphry Tonie Neal, Penny Kendall, Amy Allison, Marcia Katt, Mary Wright, Paula Burns, Sue Rink 

Barbara King,  Marcia Katt, Ada Allison, Amy Allison, Penny Kendall, Sue Rink, Sharon Gore, Paula Burns 
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Our 10:00 Sunday worship service is 
being streamed live, and is also                  

available for later viewing.                      
Click here to watch 

 
 
 
 

Tech folk are also needed to help 
with audio and video controls. 

Training is available.  

Recycle your ink cartridges 
and help support                        

Saint James  

 

We are collecting used desktop ink 
cartridges. NO Xerox type toners.  

 

Place them in the marked bin outside 
of the Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you! 

Receive Text Updates 
 

If you are not currently on our email news list, sign up on 
our website: https://saintjamesfay.org/ 

 

To receive text messages instead, here is how to sign up 

 

 
To receive messages via text,  

 

Text      @8bhg3 

to           81010                                    

  

You can opt-out of messages at anytime by replying, 'unsubscribe @8bhg3'. 

Trouble using 81010? Try texting  @8bhg3  to  (910) 401-3357 instead. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8vbZUYlV98ZG99RWFFFYoQ
https://saintjamesfay.org/
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Assisting Ministers 

 

July 7 ............................ Ruth Ann Crecelius 

July 14 ..................................... Allan Winter 

July 21 ..................................... Jane Boelke 

July 28 ............................ Jordan Slaymaker 

 

Acolytes  

 

July 7 .................................. Nate Stockham 

July 14 ............................... Gabriel Thomas 

July 21 ............................... Gianna Orellano 

July 28 ..................................... Hannah Rea 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

July 7 ........................... John & Gayle Frinak 

July 14 ............. Gayle & Ruth Ann Crecelius 

July 21 ............ Tonie Neal, James Peterson 

July 28 .......... Roscoe Killett, Joan Eissinger 

 

Communion Assistant 

 

July 7 .......................................... Tonie Neal 

July 14 ...........................................Sue Rink 

July 21 ............................... Delores Schiebe 

July 28 ..................................... Dave Runkle 

 

Lectors 

 

July 7 ....................................... Kathy Brown 

July 14 ................. Nate Stockham, Lela Pell 

July 21 ................................... Beverly Beale 

July 28 ................... Anna Lisa Johannessen 

 

Greeters 

 

July 7 ........................... Gayle & John Frinak 

July 14 .............................. Barbara Azzarelli 

July 21 ..................................... Kathy Brown 

July 28 ........................................... Sue Rink 

 

 

 

 

Rover  

 

July 7 ........................................ Todd Burns 

July 14 ..................................... Dan Hewins 

July 21 ......................................... Rob Whitt 

July 28 ..................................... Dan Hewins 

 

Nursery 

 

July 7 ......... Colleen Tichich, Erika Stockwell 

July 14 ..................... Sue Rink, Kathy Brown 

July 21 ....... Kevin Hoffmann, Valerie Brewer 

July 28 .. Brittany Sterling, Kathleen Heinrich 

 



 

THANKS FOR SHARING RESOURCES 
 
 
We appreciate every gift that is received, and we attempt to 
make wise decisions in how we use and invest these funds.  
 
Thanks for on-going financial giving. 
 
 
You can support our ministries by scanning the code or 
online     

                     Click here   

Upcoming Zoom Meetings  
        Click on the times to connect 

 
 
   Property Team -    (July 9) 
 - 2nd Tuesdays                 6:00 pm 
 (Meeting ID: 829 6466 1925 / Password: 977528) 
 
    
  Congregation Council   (July 21)             11:30 am 
   (Meeting ID: 867 0951 0008   /  Password: 103028)  
    
  Men's Bible Study - Sundays            9:00 am 
             (Meeting ID 821 3488 9583 /  Password: 257977 )                     
       

  Fellowship & Conversation - Tuesdays         7:00 pm  

               (Meeting ID: 837 4730 9659 / Password:  588450)                              
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https://squareup.com/store/saint-james-lutheran-church
https://squareup.com/store/saint-james-lutheran-church
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82964661925?pwd=a21ycGRwSVFzUlhWYjByK2Z5RHJyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82964661925?pwd=a21ycGRwSVFzUlhWYjByK2Z5RHJyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86059524602?pwd=dVp5UHZ1S1duV09VbnkwUzJmTTVDUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82134889583?pwd=WVc4LzNiMXpXQ3ZLRFdqZldNbUV0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82194459989?pwd=a2VoYm9YbjZVUGFhalRiNUwxcnN6UT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85458308831?pwd=SmNDM3EyNHM2SmhBeTBhOXBNeEF0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83747309659?pwd=UjJjSkRrYWh1K1hieDV2dFIzOVBPdz09


 

 

 

 

One of the gifts that the Christian 
community shares with others is 
praying for those with special needs 
or concerns. Call the Church Office 
or fill out the green form in the pew 
racks to let us know of prayer needs. 
 

The list in the weekly bulletin is in-
tended to be for persons in immedi-
ate crisis. Generally those names will 
be changed after 3 weeks.  
 

The newsletter has our long term 
prayer list which is updated as you 
tell us.  
 

Please keep us informed so that we 
can share accurate information with 
the Saint James community.    

 
 

Remember These  
 

People at Home or in  
Care facilities (restricted mobility) 
 
• Charlotte Davis 
• Claudia Doyle 
• Brenda Killett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    

Prayer Concerns: 
 Joe & Dara Lehner 
 Angel Davis 
 John Tucker 
  Beth Sessoms 
 Ellen Blocker 
 Orose Family 
 Thomas Oliver 
 Mark & Ann Mabe 
 

 Military Members 
                (* Deployed) 

 

• Earl Stockham  

• Jessie Hewins 

• Joshua Trogdon 

• Darian Dix  

• Kelly Steenrod 

• David Oliver 

• Bella Fish  

• Rob Whitt 

• Dan Gibson 

• Tristan Bonde 

• Jacob Rea 

• Zach Turner * 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Glenn Stockwell 7/01 
Paul Orose  7/02 
Ewa Thomas  7/04 
Kathleen Heinrich 7/06 
Ann Gibson  7/09 
Priscilla Warren 7/10 
Henry Orellano, Jr 7/22 
Sheryl Chasse 7/27 
Tyler Burns  7/28 
Renie Johnston 7/30 
Avia Rettmann 7/31 
 
 

 

Anniversaries  

  
Lisa & Josh Law      7/01 
Bill & Nichole Rettmann   7/18 
Mary Beth & Allan Winter 7/23 
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A r o u n d  t h e  P a r i s h  
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The Messenger is a monthly newsletter of  

Saint James Lutheran Church,  

P.O. Box 53276; Fayetteville, NC 28305.  

 

All are welcome to worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

Holy Communion is celebrated every week.  

 

Should you have an emergency or need Pastoral Care, contact  
Pastor John Locke: Cell (704) 530-9969  or jpl406@gmail.com .  

 

Church Staff Office hours are 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mo-Th.  

   Phone: (910) 484-8052  |  24 hour answering machine.                         

www.saintjamesfay.org    E-mail: saintjameslutheran@gmail.com 

Saint James Lutheran Church 

Located in the Haymount Area 
 

1424 Morganton Road 

P.O. Box 53276                                                                                        

Fayetteville, NC 28305Servie Requested 

Address Service Requested 

    www.saint jamesfay.org  
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